November 13, 2021
Hello Skippers,
We held the final ODOM regatta of the 2021 season today. Six skippers came out to
compete in what turned out to be quite a wild day, with winds anywhere from 0-20mph.
We had partly cloudy skies and temps in the 60s. The results from the final regatta and
the final season results are shown below and also in the attached spreadsheet.
The forecast for the wind most likely kept quite a few skippers from coming out to the
lake. Winds were forecast to be 13-15mph from the west, possibly increasing during the
regatta. At 10:00 the winds were WNW and blowing above 10 mph. As we talked to a new
prospective member, the wind continued to increase. Around 10:30 the winds were
gusting to over 20mph. It appeared we were going to have to cancel the regatta.
But after waiting about 10-15 more minutes, the wind died down to under 10 mph. It had
also swung to the north by then. So we decided to start the regatta, setting up a course
on the west shore. As skippers prepared their boats, Denny discovered he had a rudder
servo issue and could not compete. So only 5 skippers participated in the regatta.
We started the first race with light north winds which then swung to be out of the west as
we reached the windward marks. The west wind was now down to about 2 mph and since
we were on the windward shore, very little wind was actually reaching the water's surface
making for a very slow race. We ran one more very slow race with this set up. Now that
the west wind appeared to have returned, we pulled the buoys and relocated to the south
shore. Everyone pitched in to complete this task quite quickly - thanks to all the skippers
for your help!
The west wind continued but nowhere near the predicted speeds of 10+ mph. We ran a
number of one-lap races, starting to the west. The wind slowly increased from about 4
mph up to about 8 mph over the next hour or so. The wind also moved to the NW which
left us with only a little bit of tacking. However, since we were heading relatively deep
into the Barrymuda triangle, we did have some very interesting winds getting to that first
mark. Just sometime after noon, the wind swung back to the north, leaving us with only a
reaching course.
After the 9th race, the heavy winds suddenly materialized again with some very strong
gusts, and now out of the northwest. Winds for the final race were in the 15mph range.
What a way to finish the season!November 13, 2021
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We finished 7 regattas this season and so we still allowed for three throwouts. The top
five places for the season are:
5.
4.
3.
2.
1.

Rich Bryan
Barry Hight
Don Verhaeghe
Denny Hanson
Greg LaLiberte

4.00 pts (Avg/month)
2.46 pts
2.44 pts
1.96 pts
1.12 pts

Congratulations to everyone who came out and competed this year to make it a great
ODOM season for all.
See you at the pond!
Don

