
September 15, 2018

Hello Skippers,

Today we held the 10th annual Rocky Mountain Regatta for the ODOM class. It was 
unseasonably warm with temperatures starting in the mid-70s and reaching 90 by 
midday when we finished. We had a great turnout of 14 skippers. We finished 20 races 
just before the deadline of 3:00. Clear skies were present the entire day which added to 
the heat. Winds were primarily easterly with a few thermals and speeds of about  2-
5mph. The results are shown below and are also attached.

Before a recap of the day, I would like to thank the folks who contributed to making this 
RMR a success:

A big thank-you to James Hayward, who was this year's Race Director and watched the 
starting line along with scoring all the races and compiling the final results.

Thanks to Chuck Drake for handling the registration, collecting the funds, procuring the 
plaques, and supplying the score sheets and shade canopy.

Thanks to Ken Hegy for supplying the scorer's table, the vintage cooler, and the ice and 
bottled water.

A final thanks to Tom Quesenbery for getting the pizza ordered and delivered to the lake.

We started racing at 10:30 and the wind was coming in at about 2mph from the east. The
light wind made for some tricky sailing of the ODOMs which prefer a little more wind. It 
became clear skippers were going to need to keep up their momentum and try to avoid 
packs of boats where the wind was too disturbed. James called for single lap races 
throughout the day and shifted the course to a single windward buoy when the wind 
shifted more northeasterly.

The wind slowly gained in velocity toward lunch but it was still quite light. At about noon, 
the pizza arrived and we had finished 8 races, with Barry taking 6 bullets. We stopped for 
about a half hour for lunch and then resumed just before 1:00.

The wind was coming in at about 4mph from the east with some occasional dips in 
velocity. As everything heated up, the wind got a little more flaky, shifting around and 
also being impacted by thermals. Greg LaLiberte came on strong in the second half, 
notching 6 bullets. A few races started in fresh breezes, but those did not last for the 
entire race.

The very last race had quite a unique finish. Most of the race was sailed in light air until 
the final leg. A strong gust of about 15mph arrived from the southeast just as the front of 
the fleet was heading to the finish line. As boats rounded the last leeward mark, the 
sudden gust knocked some of them down and submerged others. I was fortunate enough 
to time slacking off the sails just right when the gust hit and then rode the gust all the 
way to the finish line in a fury of activity. What a way to finish a 5-hour regatta!



The racing was very tight once again. After 20 races, the first three places were 
separated by only 3 points. In addition, places 6-9 were separated by 5 points. What an 
incredible day of racing!

See you at the pond,

Don


